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Sheryl McClung McConney was born December 28, 1967 in Cincinnati, Ohio, the oldest 
of two children born to Sandra McClung and the late Dr. George McClung. Sheryl passed 
away June 1, 2017, at Hospice of Cincinnati, after a long battle with cancer. 
 
Sheryl was the product of a family dedicated to the importance of education, and the 
result was borne in her own academic career.  She fell in love with science, math and 
technology following the tradition of her parents who excelled as pioneers in their 
professional careers in their day in Cincinnati.  She graduated from Walnut Hills High 
School in 1985; later from the University of Cincinnati with a BS in Mathematics and a 
minor in Aerospace Engineering; and she furthered her education receiving a M.Ed from 
Miami University. 
  
She received additional training under the tutelage of Marva Collins at the prestigious 
Westside Preparatory Academy in Chicago Illinois. As a result of her training Sheryl 
became not only a teacher, but a school principal and education consultant advocating 
for children in both public and private school settings for more than 28 years, including 
the Marva Collins Preparatory School in Cincinnati and as Dean of Students and teacher 
at Christ Emmanuel Christian Academy. 
  
Sheryl had a special aptitude for innovation in educational settings, which led her to 
form the Envision Learning Center in 1999.  Envision is non-profit organization dedicated 
to the enrichment of children of all academic abilities, focused on maximizing the 
academic performance of every child they met. Sheryl’s talent as an educator was also 
maximized based on not only her own academic ability but also on her profound love of 
children and her passion for achievement.  
 
Sheryl loved life, loved her family and friends and lived her life to the fullest. From early 
in her childhood, Sheryl expressed her love of life through her connection and 
relationships to others. She was the life of the party and she always brought the party to 
life.  Whether it was singing karaoke, singing and dancing with friends or just an average 
gathering, there was always a light around her. 
 
Education was Sheryl’s vocation, but she was much more than her work. Sheryl was an 
avid fan of science fiction movies and heroic television shows.  Shows like Charmed, 
Nancy Drew and Wonder Woman were particular passions of Sheryl, but they are 
notable because of how they reflected her beliefs in life.  The bond of sisters was a 
theme in Charmed, the intellect of a female detective was on display in Nancy Drew at a 
time when women were not thought of as investigators and the power and strength of 
Wonder Woman reflected the many strong women in Sheryl’s family.   
 



But it was Star Trek and particularly Star Wars that really possessed Sheryl’s attention.  
Star Trek, the saga of intergalactic exploration is one of the reasons Sheryl studied 
aerospace engineering.  But Star Wars was a particular love of Sheryl’s, and one shared 
by her sister Lori.  More than just a fantastic story of a good and evil struggle long ago 
and far away, there is a spiritual element to Star Wars – the thought of an all binding 
“force” that may have captivated Sheryl the most.  Because the force was a concept of 
love, a love of life, and the strength and power that can come from love, that Sheryl so 
reflected in her work and life.   
 
Love was always a central theme for Sheryl’s life.  It was on display in her work for 
nearly three decades as an educator.  Sheryl used love to encourage and inspire 
thousands of children to achievement beyond what they may have believed possible of 
themselves.  Sheryl always knew how to make those whom she taught feel accepted 
and valued – developing a self-worth that inspired success. 
 
And love was always on display with the lights of Sheryl’s life, her daughters Bria and 
Jayla. Sheryl was a wonderfully dedicated mother, loving and caring but fierce in her 
determination to raise her two girls to be the strongest and most capable women they 
could be, not matter the adversity at hand.  Their road together was not always easy 
and smooth, but there is no doubt of the success on display as Bria and Jayla have both 
excelled in adult life.  Just weeks before her passing, Sheryl was able to attend the 
college graduation of her youngest, Jayla – the fulfillment of a lifetime commitment, 
launching both young women into successful adult life. 
 
Love was ever-present in Sheryl’s marriage to Peter.  In Pete, Sheryl found her love of a 
lifetime, even though that lifetime was cut so utterly short.  Pete and Sheryl were nearly 
inseparable – going to charity galas, Monte Carlo nights, dining at fine restaurants, wine 
tastings, and jetting around the world – from Barbados to Florida and points north, east, 
south and west. Pete and Sheryl fit a lifetime of love into a few short years.  A love that 
was so harshly challenged by her illness, but also so fortified by it.  
 
Sheryl can and will be remembered for several things: her demeanor as being 
consistently kind, thoughtful, intelligent and passionate; her love and dedication to 
family and so many others; her commitment to civic causes through Envision Children, 
her sisters in the Links and her work with the Urban League of Southwest Ohio.  But 
through all of her life, Sheryl was a fighter. She fought for the development of her 
children, she fought for the children of Envision and she fought for her life against the 
scourge of cancer.  All who were with her in the last three years, bore witness to a 
woman who always maintained hope and never gave up.  She was always positive and 
she always could be depended on to produce a smile.  
 
Sheryl embraced so many causes passionately and positively.  While she was not 
financially rich, she was rich in her experiences and causes.  The life of Sheryl McClung 
McConney was a life cut short, but very much a life well lived.  Though Sheryl may have 



succumb to cancer last week, she will be remembered in her passing by too many 
people to count, but she will be remembered for her efforts by even so many more.  
  
Sheryl leaves a host of relatives and friends to mourn her absence. Among them are: her 
husband Peter McConney, her mother Sandra McClung, her sister Lori McClung, and her 
children Bria Garner, Jayla Garner, Clayton Garner, Taylor McConney, Whitney 
McConney and Jake McConney. 
  
Donations in her honor are being accepted for Envision Children through the McClung-
McConney Family Endowed Scholarship Fund, 6734 Montgomery Road, 45236. 
For more information, call Envision Children at 513-772-KIDS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


